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THE PUBLIC AND TS PROBILENMS

WHEN THE PARTIES INVOLYEDIIN ANY:
TRANSACTION ARE UNEQUAL IN'STATUS; THE
RELATIONSHIP IS LIKELY 110 BE ONE=SIDED;
AND/ THE INTERESTS OE ONE PARIY 1@
SUEEER. IE THE CONSEQUENCES APPEAR
SERIOUS, ESPECIALLYIE THEY/SEEMITO BE
IRRETRIEVABLE, THE PUBLIC BRINGS, 110 BEAR
AWEIGHT THAT WILL EQUALIZE CONDIFHONS:.

John Dewey, 1927




Empowermeni

Mobilization Is the active expression of our faith
In the dignity and worth of the individual. Te
deny effective participation, Including the
opportunity to choose, te be heard, to diSCUSS,
to criticize, to protest, and to challenge
decisions regarding the most fundamenital
conditions of existence Is te deny the
Individual's own worth and to confirm his
Impotence and sulbservience.

Alfred Kahn, Prnciples oi: Soelial Planming, 4971




Principles ofi Empoewerment

What Goeod|I's A “Right To
Be In The Community”
With No Role, No Respect
And No Resources?

What Good Is A “Right 1o
Treatment™ I ireatment
Is Nerther Avarlable Nor;
Gord?

= lEmpowerment  ® Empowerment sees " EmMpoWerment conveys
as asits aim people as fulll hAuman et a psychelegical’ sense
enhancing the beings who have off persenal contrel or
pessibilities for both needs and rights  Influence and a coRcernn

people to control
their own lives

with actual secral
infiuence, political pewer,
and| legal rghts
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Nebraska Advecacy: SERVICES:

Promoting Empowerment ofi People: Wit Disabilities
Tthrough Public Palicy,
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Significant Initiatives

LB 724 Tjaskforce - examining| system referm
from a consumer: perspective

" 20-person taskfarce was primarily, consumers, and
family members

= December 19, 2003 publishied final repoert, “The
Behavioral Health Services Act: Reform Frem a
Consumer; Perspective”

= Distributed to Senator: Jensen, Governor's, Palicy.
Research Office, Omaha Waorld Herald; and NAMI

‘I finally.had time (o) reaa e [askiorce) repori
oVver-Ximas vacatian, ana it was great-- so wel.
adone. The Inermiaten abeut e [iipoerance ar
peers ana family mempers was very: [welll
written. [ am prouad that: my. Aame was; 6/i e
/ISt " — Linaa Jensen, RN, MIN, PhD
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Significant Initiatives

Peer Advoecacy Taskforce
* Consumers comprised: significant membership

= Published report, “Developing a Peer Advoecacy.
Program Model for Nebraska”

= Current collaboration withs Linceln Regienal Center
on a pilot program

Participation In advecacy erganizatiens and
coalitions premised on empowerment ofi people
withi disabilities

= Parity Coealition

= Nehraska @onsortium; for Citizens with Disabilities
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Significant Initratives

Selfi Advecacy: Organization' Develepment
= People First ofi Nebraska, Inc.
* Mental'Health Association off Nebraska, Inc

Coalition Building
* Parity Coalition
= Nebraska Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities

= Mental Health Association ofi Nebraska, Village
Integrated Services Agency: Project




Significant Initratives

Nebraska lL.eadership Academy

* Protection and Advocacy. far
Individuals with Mental
lliness Advisory Councill
Initiative
Consumer-developed and
directed

EdUucation about coalition
building, erganizational
development.and legislative
advocacy,

w145 graduates;since 1998
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Significant Initratives

Presentations and trainings te: consumers and
consumer organizations on systens advecacy,
the legislative process, and disalility legisiation.

Emphasizing the importance ¥
of participating In the
legislative/policymaking

arena and successful
technigues of veicing the
econcerns and expertise of
peeple;with disalilities
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Examples; ofi Puldlic Palicy
Empowerment Activities

State NAMI convention and NAMI groups In Hastings; and
Linceln

Mental Health Planning and Evaluation Council
Disability: Awareness Day: 2003

Mental Iliness Awareness Rallies

Medicaid Budget Reduction Rallies

Statewide Independent Living Council
Depressive and Manic Depressive Association
\Victory House

Community: Alllance

Commission on the Deaf and! Hard of Hearing
ADAPT

AbilityQuest Conference

Direct assistance to consumers In developing testimony: for
presentation ategislative hearings




